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parliamentary system of Government, on the other hand, progressive officials are almost bound to be stifled by the national vices of pettiness, party jealousy, and unbounded capacity for illusion. It is specially difficult for parliamentarism to build a fleet, even if it spends a great deal on it as in France. The English succeed because the qualities of the nation and its great historical tradition have constructed a firm foundation. Even in my time parliamentary bodies had to be kept in a good humour; a good deal of work was needed to keep them quiet, and a great deal of fruitless haggling; they needed, as somebody said, "a ball with which they could play." Thus, in order to be able to stand firm on the main issues, I sometimes had to sacrifice unimportant things to the Reichstag. Once this affected the personal affairs of the officers' corps, to my great regret, as for example in the reduction of mess allowances; the officers concerned were dissatisfied and mobilized their forces against the Secretary of State, who was dependent upon Parliament. I have, however, always endeavoured to support the personnel of all categories.
In the same measure as the squadrons increased and spread the realm of the navy along the coast, and as land was won back from the sea by building dykes, villages expropriated, and whole towns and mighty workshops founded and constructed, the many-mem-bered family of the navy grew far and wide. We were the only Imperial institution which drew the hundreds of thousands from a provincial way of looking at